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December 4, 2014 

To: Mayor Morrissey and Members of City Council, St. Marys 

Re: Conclusion of public meetings on proposed voting districts 

Dear Honorable Colleagues,  

First, I want to thank you all for holding public forums to discuss the proposed voting districts for St. Marys.  These 

forums were a necessary exercise to accurately gauge the sentiment of the public on this issue.  Since I was elected to 

office, there have been residents of St. Marys that have increasingly become concerned with the current voting “At-Large” 

method for city council members.  Over the last four years, this concern has continued to grow.  As result, I was 

approached this year to put forward a proposal to start a discussion about possibly changing the current voting method, 

and I honored that request out of respect for their concerns about equal representation. 

After three public meetings on the issue, I have come to the conclusion that most of the citizens want to maintain the “At-

Large” voting method in St. Marys.  In a republic form of government, it is incumbent upon elected officials to listen and 

consider all sides of an issue.   Even more importantly, citizens who want to affect change must also participate in their 

government as a prerequisite for decision makers to act on their behalf.  During this exercise, it was clear that those who 

have expressed interest in voting districts lacked the passion and the desire to participate in that necessary process.  As a 

result, they have forfeited their right to see a change to voting districts, unless they make a renewed and committed effort 

to engage their local leadership.  To paraphrase philosopher Joseph de Mastier, “Every community gets the government it 

deserves” as a result of either participating or not participating in the democratic process.  

I look forward to receiving the council’s collective decision on this matter, and I will honor whatever decision the city 

council makes.  Again, thank you for fostering a healthy discussion that this community sorely needed.  I believe this 

issue has been given its due by the public.  You all should be commended.   

Please do not hesitate to call me to discuss this matter. 

Sincerely,  

 

Rep. Jason Spencer 


